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PRESS RELEASE

September 12, 2019
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  Press Contact:         Ms. Lowery D. Lockard, President, The Dane Foundation    330-603-1201

Ms. Wheelchair USA Title Passes to First Runner-Up
Cuyahoga Falls, OH – The title of Ms. Wheelchair USA is an important, nationally recognized, representation of women with disabilities, as well as a spokesperson and representative of the MWUSA program and The Dane Foundation, serving individuals with physical and developmental disabilities. As with any job, there are contracted obligations designed to inspire growth, protect the mission and vision of the organizations, the integrity of the brand, and all those sponsors, volunteers, contestants, titleholders, and supporters involved.  
As a result of disagreements over her obligations under the terms of the Ms. Wheelchair USA contract, Brittany Hawley has been removed from her title as Ms. Wheelchair USA 2019-2020 effective immediately. We wish her well as she pursues her personal and professional goals.  
Based on the judging rules of succession announced during pageant competition, the title and responsibilities of Ms. Wheelchair USA passes to the first runner-up.  The Dane Foundation and Ms. Wheelchair USA organization are pleased to announce that Marsha Schmid from Fayetteville, Georgia has accepted those responsibilities, and has been officially crowned the new 2019-2020 Ms. Wheelchair USA. The date and location of a formal crowning ceremony will be announced shortly.

The mission of the Ms. Wheelchair USA program promotes glamour, self-confidence and community service; celebrating the achievements of women with disabilities.  This nationally broadcast program is designed to showcase the successful stories of women who have overcome obstacles and are uniquely contributing to our society.  There is no age limit (contestants must be at least 18) or marital status requirement to compete. State and regional winners, as well as the nationally selected winner, spend their year of service representing their platform issues as well as the Ms. Wheelchair USA organization and the mission of The Dane Foundation. The Dane Foundation provides for the unique needs of individuals with physical and developmental disabilities, concentrating on the quality of life items that individuals cannot get by other support systems like insurances or food stamps.  The Dane Foundation has a mandate to provide programming, like the Ms. Wheelchair USA pageant, that inspires awareness, understanding, and acceptance of individuals with disabilities.  
For more information, to sponsor or volunteer, contact Ms. Wheelchair USA national headquarters at 330-612-5242, email at Info@MsWheelchairUSA.org, or contact the program via Facebook at www.facebook.com/mswheelchairusa
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